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Contemporary Literature Alternative Assessment Choices 

General Rules:

All Alternative Assessments that are written must be TYPED!  12pt  Times New Roman, double-spaced with proper heading.

1.  Reading Report – Using the template provided in the handouts folder, write a report    after reading your selection.  

2.  Create a Game - With a partner, create a game based on your selection.  It can be a computer game, board game, card game, or any other kind you’d like, but actual passages from the selection should play a part in the action of the game.  If you create a computer game, write a detailed description of how it will be played, with samples of the graphics.  For other kinds of games, create actual boards, cards, and other playing pieces.  Write out the rules to play the game.

3.  Dramatic Interpretation - With a partner, plan and rehearse a dance or pantomime a scene from your selection..  Select appropriate music, lighting, and costumes for your presentation.  Present your performance to the class.

4. Research - Research to learn more about the culture and historical background surrounding the time period of your selection.  How did they live?  How were they governed?  What was their religion?  What is considered appropriate behavior?  What is considered taboo?  What references to this information is included in the text of your selection?  How does the author relate that information to the reader? How is this information pertinent to your understanding of this selection?  Make an oral presentation of your findings.  Try to relate the information you learn to specific parts of the selection. 

5. Jackdaw – Collect artifacts that pertain to elements of the plot, setting, theme, or characters in the text.  Build a display for these artifacts, label them, and explain the significance of each artifact in terms of the meaning of a particular part of or the whole book.

6.  Story Quilt – Make a “quilt” relating to the book and include quotations on each quilt square with a graphic.

7.  Song – Find a song that relates to the book.  Record it for presentation and type a handout of the lyrics and why they relate to your selection.

8.  Book Jacket – Design a book jacket to reflect a warranted theme in your book, or the mood or tone.  Include the title and author’s name.  Prepare a one-page handout explaining how the book jacket reflects the theme or mood or tone of the selection.

9.  Map of Setting -  Create a map of the setting as described in the novel.  Include a legend on your map that lists the places and explains why they are significant.

10. Literary Elements Poster – Create a poster (1/4 poster size or larger) of literary elements found in the novel.  Include color and some graphics.  Submit a bulleted list explaining the significance of each literary element you include in terms of the meaning of the sentence or passage in which it appears.

11. Timeline Poster – Create a timeline poster (1/4 poster or larger) with the major events listed for the novel.  Include color and some graphics.  Submit a bulleted list explaining the significance of each event you include or of the events taken together in terms of the structure of the novel as a whole or the meaning of the novel as a whole.

12. Cereal Box – Use an empty cereal box, cover it, and decorate it with important information you would use to sell this book.  Be sure to use graphics and color.  Use a regular cereal box as a model for ideas and content to add to your box.

13.  Symbol Project - A symbol is an object or person that stands for something else, such as an idea or a quality.  Make a directory of symbols in your selection and write an explanation of what ideas are represented by each symbol.   List the symbols alphabetically and include a description of the ideas each symbol represents.

14.  Eulogy - A eulogy is a speech or written tribute praising a person or thing.       

Eulogies are usually about someone who has recently died and are often delivered at a funeral service.  Write a eulogy for one of the characters that dies, or who is already deceased, in your book.  Write this from the point of view of one of the other characters you read about.  The eulogy should include personal anecdotes and information to show how important the deceased character is to the person giving the eulogy.

15.  Resume’ – Create a resume’ that highlights the skills of one of the main characters of

your selection.  Research on line resume’ formats and choose one the works for your character.  Be creative, but arrange the information clearly: name and address on top, job objective, work history, education and special skills and talents.  

16.  Multimedia Presentation or Power Point – Use clips from movies, illustrations, reproductions of fine art, and computer games to give a multimedia presentation on the way of life of your selection. Elements to include are:  a focus on the time period, setting, politics, customs and values of the characters in your selection. You might even include some music that was played during that period, illustrations of clothing, or presentations of foods, etc…

17.  T Shirt – Create a T shirt design that reflects the them of your book.  You might paint it on an actual T shirt for your presentation, or you might cut out a T shirt shape and paint it with your design.  Do not forget to design both sides.

18. Sculpture – Make a sculpture of a bust of one of the characters in your book.

Any medium that is an approved art form will be accepted.

19.  Poem – Write a poem that relates to the plot, setting, conflict or theme of your book.

Fourteen lines is a minimum.  Be creative.  On an attached sheet of paper, write out a short explanation of the meaning of your poem and how it relates to your selection.

20.  Gossip Columnist – Write a column for the newspaper or a tabloid publication concerning a scene from your book.  Research articles in People, The Enquirer, etc…

and write your own “tell all” article about a character in your selection.  Be sure to use headlines, tag lines, and pictures (where possible).

21.  Letter to the Editor –Write a letter to the editor about an issue in your book.

Use the elements of persuasion to get your point across:  use facts, refer to an authority, give examples, predict the consequences, answer the opposition, and give a call to action.  Your letter may be serious or satirical, but it must be convincing!

22.  Advertisement -  Using the information in your text, create an advertisement to promote a product or idea presented in your book.  Be creative and present your ad on a poster board half.

23.  Gothic Tale – Write a Gothic tale (at least two pages long) in which the familiar becomes sinister.  Include shocking events and details that will horrify or shock your audience.  Use the listing of Gothic Elements on my web page at www.insidemyiccs.org.

24.  Comic Strip – Use a situation in your book as a springboard to create a comic strip in which your characters have a dialogue with one another.  Try to be as humorous or as satirical as possible.  Be sure to illustrate your work and block it into frames.

25.  Travel Brochure – As the author of your book, write a travel brochure for a scenic tour of the setting of your selection.  Describe the sights the travelers would want to see and include photos or illustrations.

